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Sir: 



SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Applicants respectfully request that the above-identified patent appUcation be amended as 



follows: 



In the Claims 



\ 



Please substitute the following claims: 



Claim 1 (twice amendedV . 
1 . An isolated peptide encoded by an operon, wherein said operon comprises a gene selected 
fi-om the group consisting of tatB. tatC, tatD. tatE, mdoG, creC, recG,yggN. eckl. iroD, iroC. 
iroE. mtd2, and msJ to msI6, obtainable from E. coli K 1 , or a homologue thereof in a Gram-negative 
bacterium, wherein said homologue has at l east 30% homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, 
or a functional fragment thereof 
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Claim 3 (twice amended') : 

3 . An isolated polynucleotide which comprises a gene selected from the group consisting of 
taU, tatB, tatC, tatD, tatE, mdoG. creC, recG, yggN. eckl, iroD. iroC, iroE. mtd2, and tnsl to msl6, 
\^obtainable from E. coli Kl. or a bomologue thereof in a Gram-negative bacterium, wherein said 
bomologue has at least 30% homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, or a fimctional fragment 
thereof. 



Claim 4 (twice amended^ : 

4. A host transformed to express a peptide encoded by an operon, wherein said operon 
comprises a gene selected from the group consisting oitatA, tatB. tatC, tatD. tatE, mdoG, creC. 
recG, yggN. eckl. iroD, iroC, iroE, mtd2, and msl to msl6, obtainable fit>m E. coli Kl, or a 
bomologue thereof in a Gram-negative bacterium, wherein said bomologue has at least 30% 
homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, or a functional fragment thereof. 

riaim s (twice amendedV 

5 . A vaccine comprising a peptide, or the means for its efxpression, wherein said peptide is 
encoded by an operon, wherein said operon comprises a gene selected from the group consisting of 
tatA, tatB. tatC. tatD. tatE. mdoG. creC. recG, yggN. eckl. iroD. iroC. iroE. mtd2, and msl to msl 6, 
obtainable from E. coli Kl, or a bomologue thereof in a Gram-negative bacterium, wherein said 
bomologue has at least 30% homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, or a functional fragment 
thereof. 



riaim 6 (twice amended) : 

6. A vaccine comprising a microorganism having a virulence gene mutation, wherein the 
gene is selected from the group consisting of tatA, tatB, tatC. tatD, tatE. mdoG. creC. recG, yggN, 
eckl. iroD, iroC. iroE. mtd2, and msl to msl 6, obtainable from E. coli Kl , or a bomologue thereof 
in a Gram-negative bacterium, wherein said bomologue has at least 30% homology at the amino acid 
or nucleotide level, or a functional fragment thereof. 



S:\HOME\Michelle\aJB\65\SuppProAind.doc/DNB/8> 



NOV-08-2002 FRI 05:35 PM SALIWANCHIK.LLOYD&SALIWA FAX NO. 352 372 5800 P. 



Docket No. GJE-65 
Serial No. 09/830,807 



Claim 9 (twice amended^ 

9. A method for screening potential dnigsTOT for the detection of virulence, wherein said 
method utilizes apeptide encoded by jffjpp^ wherein said operon comprises agene selected from 

'■■b the group consistmgot tatALo^dtCmtD, tatE. mdoG. creC.recG. yggN. eckl, iroD. iroC. iroE, 
mtd2, and msl to m^itfj^pb^Sle from E. coli Kl. or a^iomolo^e thereojin a Gram-negative 
bacterium, whereip^^omologue has at least 30%honwlo^ th^amino acid or nucleotide level, 
or a function^ffragm^t thereof 

r.laim 10 rtwice amended) : 

1 0. A method for treatment or prevention of a condition associated with infection by a Gram- 
negative bacterium, said method comprising administering a vaccine to a person or animal in need 
thereof, wherein said vaccine comprises a peptide, or a host transformed to express said peptide, 
wherein said peptide is encoded by an operon comprising a gene selected from the group consisting 
of tatA. tatB. tatD. tatC, tatE, mdoG, creC. recG. yggN, eckl. iroD, iroC, iroE. mtd2, and msJ to 
msJ6, obtainable from^. coli Kl, or a homologue thereof in a Gram-negative bacterium, wherein 
said homologue has at least 30% homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, or a functional 
fragment thereof. 




Claim 22 (amended') : 

22. A method for treatment or prevention of a condition associated with infection by a Gram- 
negative bacterium, said.metbod comprising administering a nucleotide to aperson or animal in need 
thereof, wherein said nucleotide comprises an operon including a gene selected from the group 
vff^ consisting of tatA, tatB. tatC, tatD, tatE. mdoG. creC, recG. yggN. eckl. iroD. iroC. iroE. mtd2, and 
msl to msl6. obtainable from E. coli Kl, or a homologue thereof in a Gram-negative bacterium, 
wherein said homologue has at least 30% homology at the amino acid or nucleotide level, or a 
functional fragment thereof 
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